Minutes from 12-8-2010 GPSEA Meeting
This was our Christmas Luncheon and monthly meeting compiled together to partake in fine food and wonderful fellowship at Ebbyz in Forsyth. Everyone was welcomed and brought gifts and/or donated money ($22) for Emile to pass on to children in the Burn Unit at Joseph M. Still.
Pres. Wise opened the meeting by going over the Treasurer’s report. Currently, there is approximately $1,400 in the account. Mr. Jon, the Treasurer, has been in the hospital but is doing well.
Various committees reported on current and upcoming events: 

GFBF: Lori thanked Ms. Wands Butler, DeKalb County Fire and everyone else who took part in decorating Grady’s Burn Unit for the Christmas holiday. Lori added that hopefully, by the middle of January 2011, GFBF’s new website will be up and running.  Dana advised to start looking for the applications for 2011 Burn Camp around the middle of February. The dates for 2011 are June 4th-11th for the counselors/volunteers and June 5th-11th for the campers.
SBF: Emile had some good news as to what the addition to the Burn Unit will mean. The Unit went from six critical care beds to sixteen and from one surgical room to four; making the Joseph M. Still Burn Unit the biggest privately owned burn unit in the United States. The annual ‘Shop with a Doc’ took place and all 35 children were given gift cards worth $150 to spend at Target. Emile was also voted in as a permanent board member of the Burn Center. 
SFMO: The new Insurance and safety Fire Commissioner, Ralph T. Hudgens, will be sworn in on January 10, 2011. Firefighter’s Recognition Day is scheduled for February 1st, 2011 at the State Capitol. Breakfast will begin at 12 noon hosted by the Georgia Firefighters Burn Foundation at the Georgia State University Student Center. The Commissioners’ Breakfast will start at 7:30am in the State Capitol as part of Firefighters’ Recognition Day.
New Business: 
*The GPSEA membership dues are very low. If you are a member and have not paid your dues, please do so as soon as possible; this has been a concern and point of discussion at several meetings. 
*The number of counties, schools and children visited during the 2010 Fall Blitz was discussed. There were some clowns that drove miles to attend the Blitz only for one day, as this is all their scheduled allowed. Everyone’s attendance was very much appreciated and the Blitz was a success. 
*As for the 2011 Spring Blitz, James stated he would like to see it take place in the northern part of the state. Due to all that goes into the logistics of putting together a blitz, on the morning of December 9th, James sent out a questionnaire the hosting department or contact person must complete for a Blitz. It is imperative the contact person knows their local school systems and any other areas involved will allow us to perform our shows. This information should be provided to GPSEA President James Wise prior to emailing the request. 
*There has been discussion among various Chiefs and James that many departments are possibly not coming to meetings due to the travel distance. Jeff Davis County will be hosting the first meeting to accommodate members who cannot travel. If successful, these meetings will be on the off months of the regularly scheduled GPSEA meetings in hopes a representative can attend the meetings in Forsyth to share with us the minutes from their local meetings.  Again, the first meeting on the off months will be hosted by Jeff Davis County Fire, Chief Charles Wasdin.
*Wanda Butler was asked by several members for the current fire death rates. As of Dec. 13, 2010, there have been 80 fire fatalities, ten of those are children.  A list with details was sent out from Wanda on Dec. 13, 2010 at 11:31am. If you need me to resend this list, email or call and I will gladly do so.
Per James, Officers will meet next month. I am not sure of the place or time. I will send the Officers an email when I find out.
The meeting was adjourned at 11:37. Charles Sims was asked to say grace before the partaking of Christmas lunch. 

The next GPSEA meeting is scheduled for Feb. 17, 2011 at GPSTC, 10a. Room location is forthcoming.
In attendance were:

Christy Martin     Hall Co. Fire     cmartin@hallcounty.org     770-530-6754
Emile Delegram     Certified People Respond     eaglesesd2@att.net     706-831-8083
Kristin Randall     DeKalb County Fire Rescue     kerandall@dekalbcountyga.gov
Beverly Thompson     DeKalb County Fire Rescue     bsthompson@dekalbcoutny.ga.gov
Kristi Hill     DeKalb County Fire Rescue     kdhill@dekalbcounty.ga.gov
Stephen Grier     East Point Fire     sgrier@easatpointcity.org
Wanda Butler     SFMO     wbutler@sfm@ga.gov     404-656-7646

Joe Borrillo     Sandy Springs Fire Rescue     Joseph.Borrillo@sandysprings.ga.gov     770-367-5259
John Kepler     Alpharetta Fire Dept     jkepler@alpharetta.ga.us     678-634-0065
Charles Sims     Alpharetta Fire Dept     csims@alpharetta.ga.us     678-297-6277

Calvin Burgess     Valdosta Fire     CLBurgess@valdostacity.com     229-293-3145
Cydnie Taylor     Newton County Fire     ctaylor@co.newton.ga.us     404-925-1941
James Wise     SFMO     jwise@sfm.ga.gov     404-831-8241

Wanda Sue Maddox     Henry County Fire     wsmaddox@co.henry.ga.us     678-300-1939

Babette Davis     Cherokee County Fire     dbavis@cherokeega.com     678-614-8963
Chad Arp     Cherokee County Fire     carp@cherokeega.com
Dana Dillard     GFBF     ddillard@gfbf.org     

Lori Mabry     GFBF     lmabry@gfbf.org
Merry Christmas to all! 
