February 22, 2010

To Whom It May Concern:
	On February 18, 2010, the Georgia Public Safety Educators Association held a meeting at the Georgia Public Safety Training Center with 24 members in attendance. The meeting began at 10:22 am and lasted until approximately 12:20 pm.  Below are the items of discussion:
-  A motion to wave the minutes was made with a second to the motion. 
- John gave the treasurer’s report- December balance was $2222.92. A deposit was made of two checks for $300.00 and $25.00 bringing the current balance to $2547.97. Applications are needed for members. John represented GPSEA at the GPSTC meeting. He stated that Lynn Perdue was discussing topics regarding the demonstration of core competencies and 24 hours of training for maintaining educator certifications. Also, we are requesting that certification hour’s crossover for multiple certifications. 
- Committee Reports:
· Dana from the Burn Foundation- Boot Drive will be held May 1, 8, and 18 this year. Hunks and Heroes will be at Opera February 26. Biscuit bake off will be in March. Chili Cook-Off will be March 27. The Burn Pageant will be held April 9 or 10. Applications for persons wishing to volunteer at camp are up on the website. The Young Adult Retreat will be in April with a trip to Rochester, New York for burn survivors. Dana is asking for referrals of burn survivors. The Burn Foundation in Augusta has partnered with the Southeast Firefighters Burn Foundation. The Burn Symposium will be March 19-21 in Augusta. Revisions to the applications for Brent Chesney will be available in the next few weeks. 
· Dwayne from the State Fire Marshall’s Office- He needs recommendations on speakers by March 18. The Chief’s Association has agreed to participate for 1 full day. GPSEA needs a course of 3 hours of why an education program is important. Our goal is to appeal to the Chief’s Association. SFM Office is currently discussing adopting the 2009 edition of Life Safety Code. House Bill 1196 was passed on February 17 which prevents sprinkler systems in 1 and 2 family dwellings from being a requirement. The National Department of Community Affairs voted January 26 to delay the bill to 2012 which would go into effect 2013. Currently a resolution is attempting to be passed to defeat the bill. SFM Office is asking that members send in letters to support defeating the bill. Also, SFM are asking members to contact representatives Terry England of Auburn, Earhart of Cobb County, Shaw of Lakeland, Bob Hanner of Parrot, and McColl of Elberton. The symposium will possibly need additional financial support to cover speaker’s expenses. GPSEA will be purchasing beach towels again this year. The Chief’s Association will need training costs covered up to $3,000.00.
· Shirley from the State Fire Marshall’s Office- There will be a 3 day festival held at the Floyd Building. There will be awards and a luncheon. She is asking for activity ideas for Fire Prevention Month. The festival will be advertised after the symposium.
- Upcoming Events:
· Safety Blitz will be held in Terrell County. The department is mostly volunteer and has no education program in place. A proposal was made to do the Blitz on Sunday to offer an educator class for the department. 
· Firefighter Weekend will be April 10 and 11. GPSEA is asking for participants to help raise money by selling tickets. GPSEA is considering a Poker Run and J Wise will send information next week.  A motion was made to do the Poker Run considering details have been worked out by Wednesday. 
- New Business: 
· John returned from the meeting at GPSTC with the following information- 25% of CEU hours can be used for certifications. The council is also considering multiple year certifications to ease the annual requirement hassles. 
· Unification Agreement has been a large topic of discussion. GPSEA agrees with the agreement as long as the Fire Chief’s Association returns the services in which we render to them. The agreement will be on power point for review by GPSEA members. The next meeting will be held the second Thursday in April. 
· The website- Dennis from the burn foundation has offered GPSEA a page that branches from their website. GPSEA is asking members to research website possibilities. 
· Guidelines for GPSEA checking accounts and DPA accounts are being worked on.
· Hosting meetings in other places for convenience of members throughout the state was discussed.
· The next advisory board meeting will be March 11.
· The minutes for the meeting are required for bank accounts and must be made available to advisory board. GPSEA is asking for yearly audits.
· Several members of the Bylaw Committee were established- Wanda, Dana, Cydni, and officers. An email will be sent out for all who are interested. 
· JFIS Train the Trainer class will be on April 20. The cost to attend is $20.00. SFM are still working on the program. 
· The State Fire Marshall’s webinar for sprinkler legislation has a deadline in February. 

The next GPSEA meeting will be held April 15. 


